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This year’s Michigan Labor Press Conference will be held at the Walter 

and May Reuther UAW Family Education Center in the great northern city 

of Onaway.  The MLP Executive Board members were impressed with the 

facilities and the great unionized staff  (USW Local 2-100 and OPEIU Local 

494). 

Do your members, your friends and members of the Michigan Labor 

Press, our own communities understand the magnitude of what is 

happening?  This is where we, come in - labor communicators are the voice 

of organized labor in our state.  Instructors at this year’s conference will 

teach you how to get important messages out to your members. 

Our members are facing tough times with plant closings, job loss, and 

good paying work leaving the state and the country. We need to stand 

together to stop the war on the workers and retirees in our state and in our 

country.  We can no longer stand by while the rights of our sisters and 

brothers are being denied. Denied by a political agenda that is determined to 

break the working people of this state and to hurt retirees. 

The board has put together classes timely centered on topics to educate 

all members. Whether you need to brush up on your writing skills, taking 

pictures or laying out your publication there is a professional who can help 

you. It makes no difference if you are a seasoned veteran, putting together 

your first publication, or a Facebook or web editor, you’re bound to learn 

something new. We have training for everyone, at every level; novice or 

advanced. 

Each year the Michigan Labor Press Award is presented to individual or a 

group who has provided outstanding support in the area of labor 

communications. This year the board selected a dedicated group of trade 

unionists who produced the "Detroit Sunday Journal." The Detroit Sunday 

Journal was a weekly tabloid newspaper published from November 19, 

1995, through November 21, 1999, in Detroit, Michigan, by striking workers 

from The Detroit News and The Detroit Free Press.  

Don’t forget to enter our annual publication contest. All the entry forms 

and all the conference information is on our web site. You must be a 

member to enter the contest. 

We sincerely look forward to seeing all of you at this great labor 

education center in Onaway, June 6 - 9, 2019.  

Our classes and workshops are designed to make us all more effective 

labor communicators. 

Bring a friend and learn together! 

Fraternally, 

Tim Sweeney,  President, Michigan Labor Press  

Spring Conference — June 6 - 9, 2019 

Who should attend the 

MLP Conference? 
 

Communication with our members in 

today’s ever-changing world is more 

important than ever.  The MLP has    

expanded its services to local union   

editors to include all types of             

communication.   

 

Who is a labor communicator? 
Someone who has… 
 

 Edited or helped produce a local union 

newsletter or web site 
 

 Talked about workers’ issues to a lo-

cal community or political group 
 

 Addressed a public meeting as a repre-

sentative of your local or worksite 
 

 Written a letter about workers’ issues 

to the editor of your community news-

paper or has wanted to! 
 

 Written a leaflet for a local’s Worker-

to-Worker program 

 

The Michigan Labor Press Conference 

is a great value for communicators with 

two days of hands-on classroom instruc-

tion and discussion on a variety of top-

ics for all communicators 

  



2019 Official Convention Call  

Detroit Sunday Journal  

2019 Michigan Labor Press Award Winner 

All labor communicators are 

hereby invited to the 2019 

Educational Conference being 

held Thursday through Sunday, 

June 6 through June 9, 2019, at 

the Walter and May Reuther 

UAW Family Education Center. 

  

  The Executive Board invites 

everyone to our opening session  

at 7:30 pm Thursday June 6. 

Guest speaker, Ron Bieber, 

President of the Michigan      

AFL-CIO. 
 

   There will be morning and 

afternoon classroom sessions 

Friday and Saturday, June 7-8. 

Great dynamic speakers during 

lunch provide us more knowledge 

to take back to our membership 

and community.   
   

  On Saturday, June 8 you can 

enjoy the Annual Michigan Labor 

Press Award Banquet. This year's 

recipient is Detroit Sunday 

Journal.  

For our delegates who would like 

to bring their families and camp: 

 Camp sites now available for $28 

per day 

 Open May 7 through late fall 

Full hook-ups 

 Discounts for UAW Members 

Pets welcome for an additional 

$5 charge per day. 

  At the campground,  volleyball and 

basketball courts are conveniently 

located. 

  The Park Pavilion and bonfire ring 

are popular facilities for camper 

cookouts and sing-along. 

  The Center’s beach front  facilities, 

including boat dock and launching 

ramp are available to campers. 

 

Call to reserve your site today. 

(989)733-8521 

The Detroit Sunday Journal was a 

tabloid newspaper serving the 

American city of Detroit, Michigan 

published solely on Sundays from 

November 19, 1995 to November 

21, 1999 by striking workers of the 

city's two major newspapers, The 

Detroit News and Detroit Free Press. 

Even though the Detroit Newspaper 

Strike ended in 1997, it continued 

publishing for two more years after-

ward and eventually became one of 

the longest-running "temporary" 

newspapers ever published. It had a 

strong pro-union focus and mainly 

featured labor issues alongside local 

stories.  

There were calls for it to become a 

daily paper in the Detroit area, given 

its pro-union focus during a time 

when people considered the leading 

periodicals, The Detroit News and 

The Detroit Free Press to be anti-

union.  Although the newspaper 

strike formally ended in February, 

1997, the Detroit Sunday Journal 

continued to be published through 

November 21, 1999 as union work-

ers were gradually rehired at The 

Detroit News and The Detroit Free 

Press.  

Classes / Workshops 
 

We have a great line-up of  

plenary & newsmaker sessions. 

All the are classes geared toward 

21st century communication 

needs of local unions, including: 
 

• Digital tools such as websites, 

Facebook, Twitter, Protecting 

your digital devises, etc. 

• Multi-platform digital          

photography 

• Labor history 

The MLP conference is a great 

value for all communicators: 

• Hands-on, classroom instruc-

tion and discussion 

• Plenary presentations on union 

resources and more 

• All course materials provided 

• Double-occupancy room and 

meal costs included in registra-

tion 

• A MLP Labor Press awards 

ceremony 

• Recreational activities with 

fellow communicators at the 

beautiful UAW Family Educa-

tion Center at Black Lake 



Name         
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Publication        

This year’s conference fee is $529. It includes all meals, 3 dinners, 2 lunches, 3 breakfasts and all classroom materials.  

                    Guests may dine with the group for a fee.       To help in the planning, please register by May 15.  
   

A late fee of $75.00 will be imposed if your registration is received after the cutoff date and your acceptance will be 

approved if space is available. Please call for confirmation. Please use a separate form for each applicant –  

photocopied forms are acceptable.          

 Members of the Detroit Sunday Journal call for special conference discounts. 
 

  If you have any vegetarian requirements, please check here [    ]. 

MICHIGAN LABOR PRESS 
2019 Membership Application 

 

Annual dues for the Michigan Labor Press are: 

___  $500 Sponsor 
 For organizations and individuals supporting the MLP 

___  $250  Vendor Table  

___  $40  Active 
Only one active member per organization (includes editor)  
This membership entitles the member to vote and hold MLP office 

___  $30 Associate 
 For additional officers and staff members interested in Labor Communications 

___  $10  Retired 
 For union retirees (those still working on publications are eligible for active member status) 

Renewing Membership [    ]       New Membership  [    ]  
 

Please enclose annual dues if renewing or joining and $529.00 for the conference fee. 
Please make copies for each attendee. Make checks payable to Michigan Labor Press and mail to: 

 

MICHIGAN LABOR PRESS, 13220 Duffield Rd, Montrose MI 48457  
 

Please submit your membership dues by May 15, 2019 
Remember to visit our web site at: www.milaborpress.org for full conference details. 

Contact Vice President Steve Schlicht at 810.639.6505 or sschlicht@centurytel.net with any questions. 

The Michigan Labor Press strives to increase the effectiveness of the 

labor press as a communications medium for your membership! 

2019 Official Convention Call  



Are training conferences really needed? 
 

We all know the importance of communicating with our members and we know the difficult job we have 
doing it.  The Michigan Labor Press Conference is the place where we are trained to effectively communicate 
with our members; it is the place where we learn new and innovative ways to get our message out; and it is 
the place where we are re-energized so that we may continue to present our members with interesting 
newsletters and web sites that provide important messages. 

TIM SWEENEY 
USW Local 12075 

3501 James Savage Rd. 

Midland, MI 48642 
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The Executive Board Members of the Michigan Labor Press want your 2019 Conference to be a great one.   
So, before leaving home go over the following checklist of items you will need in order to take part in all the 
events and activities. 

Remember to bring! 
 

 Copies of your publication to share with other members. 

 A digital camera/video recorder to take photos in the classes and to take pictures 
of the new friends you will surely make. 

 Instruction booklet for your camera. 

 Your laptop for participation in all the training classes. 

 A willingness to learn, share ideas and have fun! 

Visit us at www.milaborpress.org or on Facebook: Michigan Labor Press Association 


