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7/16/2026

Union Leaders and Friends,

The East Central Illinois AFL-CIO is once again sponsoring the annual Champaign Labor Day Parade and 
Celebration on Monday, September 7, 2026. The theme for our Labor Day event this year is “Building the 
Foundation for Mental Health”.        

**PLEASE NOTE ** The Parade route and staging will be slightly different this year due to construction on 
Washington Street. More information will be sent nearer the date of the event.

Vehicles must arrive for staging by 10:00 am at Walnut Street and Main Street in downtown Champaign.  The 
parade will start at 11:00 am at the corner of Chestnut Street and Main Street and proceed through downtown to 
Neil Street and will end at the corner of Neil Street and Washington Street.  Following the parade there will be 
free food, games for kids and entertainment at the Neil Street Plaza in downtown Champaign.

 For questions, contact David Beck at 217-721-5344.

As in the past, for our affiliate Local Unions, we are asking for an assessment of $2 per member. Some of your 
locals are very small, so we are asking you to give what you can. Since there will be free food, beverages, and 
games, we will need your support to help cover expenses. You can make your assessment check payable to East 
Central Illinois AFL-CIO, and mail to: East Central Illinois AFL-CIO, P.O. Box 6088, Champaign, IL  61826.

The parade application is attached or may be obtained by contacting dbeck@afscme31.org. Please return it by 
August 26, 2026, if you plan on being in the parade. We encourage you to have a float, walk with your union 
banner or participate in some way. This Labor Day, we want to show the community that we do stand together 
and work for each other and the community.

Thank you for your participation, enthusiasm and your commitment to the Labor movement and the community. 
Together we will again make our Labor Day parade and celebration a great day for everyone.

In solidarity,

David Beck
Vice President
East Central Illinois AFL-CIO



2026 AFL-CIO LABOR DAY PARADE
APPLICATION FORM

Monday, September 7, 2026

“Building the Foundation for Mental Health”

ORGANIZATION ______________________________________________

CONTACT PERSON: NAME____________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________

CITY & ST________________________________

PHONE___________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________

ENTRY TYPE AND SIZE

FLOAT (Length)_____    CAR_____     PICKUP______ BAND_____    

OTHER_____

TOTAL NUMBER OF VEHICLES_______________

****No Bull Horns, No Leaving Parade Lines to Put Fliers on Doors, No 
Inappropriate Signs or Fliers, this is a FAMILY EVENT and discretion 
should be used****

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO:

Dave Beck
203 Lincoln Sq
Urbana, IL 61801
(217) 721-5344 Cell Phone
dbeck@afscme31.org

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RETURNED BEFORE AUGUST 26, 2026
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