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- Samuel Gompers said it best when he described labor’s political mission nearly a century
ago. “Stand faithfully by our friends and elect them; oppose our enemies and defeat them,
whether they be candidates for President, for Congress, or other offices, whether executive,
legislative or judicial.” :

Not words, but the record, is the measure of how we separate labor’s allies Jfrom our
adversaries. This voting record covers only recorded votes of the lowa House and Iowa Senate
that are of interest to labor. Thus, unfortunately, not all of our priorities for 2008 are in the
record, and we must use other means to determine legislators’ positions on those issues until
such time as there is an official vote. This record does, however, record legislators’ votes on
other issues of concern to union members and their families, and will help Iowa trade unionists
assess whether their elected representativés support a more progressive agenda.
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| Senate IsSues - 2008

. PUBLIC SECTOR COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING

(HF 2645)

Expands scope of public sector collective
- bargaining to allow negotiation over the
same subjects of bargaining as the private
sector.

IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 27 yes — 23 no
(Vetoed by Governor)

. IPERS

(SF' 2424)

Allows contribution rates to be adjusted
after July 2011 to address fluctuating needs
and keep the fund solvent.

IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 39 yes — 8 no

. HEALTH CARE

(HF 2539) :

Improves Iowa’s health care system by -
covering more uninsured children and.
providing for a plan to cover all adults by
2013. ‘ ,

IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 37 yes — 6 no

. FUNDING FOR IOWA WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT ’

(SF 2199) '

Restored funding for Iowa Workforce
Development so that vital services would
continue without interruption.

IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 35 yes — 12 no

. WORKERS COMPENSATION - OUT OF
STATE WORK

(HF 2542)

Protects benefits for workers who are
employed by an Iowa employer, but
working out of state.

IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 31 yes— 16 no

6. WORKERS COMPENSATION -

PENALTY FOR DENIAL OF BENEFITS
(SF 2344) :

Provides for additional employee benefits
when workers’ compensation is
unreasonably denied, delayed or terminated.

IFL position was “YES.”

" Senate Vote: Passed 30 yes — 18 no

(Died in House)

. UNEMPLOYMENT MODERNIZATION

(SEF 2377) ,

Uses a worker’s most recent work history to
determine eligibility; recognizes compelling
family circumstances as legitimate reasons
for leaving work; and extends benefits for
unemployed workers completing a job
training course.

IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 29 yes — 16 no

(Died in House)

. WAGE REQUIREMENTS FOR

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
(Amendment S-5074 to SF' 2325)

Allows money from the Grow Iowa Values
Fund to be allocated without regard to wage
requirements for jobs.

IFL position was “NO.”

Senate Vote: Failed 17 yes —31 no

. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS

(SF 2416)

Provides for wage payment protection and
defines classification of individuals as
employees or independent contractors.
IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 28 yes — 21 no

(Died in House Committee)
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‘House Issues — 2008

. PUBLIC SECTOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
(HF 2645)

-Expands scope of public sector collective
bargaining to allow negotiation over the same
subjects of bargaining as the private sector. -

IFL position was “YES.” ,
House Vote: Passed 52 yes — 47 no
(Vetoed by Governor) Lo '

. IPERS

(SF 2424)

Allows contribution rates to be adjusted after July
2011 to address fluctuating needs and keep the fund
solvent.

IFL position was “YES.”

House Vote: Passed 55 yes —44 no

. HEALTH CARE

(HF 2539)

Improves Iowa’s health care system by covering
more uninsured children and providing for a plan to
cover all adults by 2013.

IFL position was “YES.”

House Vote: Passed 93 yes — 3 no

. FUNDING FOR IOWA WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT |

(SF2199) 7

Restored funding for Iowa Workforce Development
so that vital services would continue w1thout
interruption.

IFL position was “YES i

House Vote: Passed 52 yes — 43 no

. WORKERS COMPENSATION - QUT OF STATE
WORK

(HF 2542)

Protects benefits for workers who are employed by
an Iowa employer, but working out of state.

IFL position was “YES.”

House Vote: Passed 54 yes — 43 no
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