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Samuel Gompers said it best when he described’ labor's political mission nearly a century, ago:
“Stand faithfully by our friends and elect them; oppose our enemies and defeat them, whether they be
candidates for President, for Congress, or other offices, whether execlitive, legislative or judicial.”

Not words but the record is the measure of how we separate labor's allies from our adversaries.
This voting record by no'means covers all the issues that the lowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO
dealt with during the 2000 Legislative session. [t does, however, record legislators’ votes on a
number of key issues of concern to uhioh. members and their families and will help lowa trade
unionists determine whether their elected representatives support labor's progressive agenda or have
taken their stand with those who want to keep working people down.
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Senate Issues* — 2000

Amendment S-5100 to SF 2411 — makes changes in the [owa Public Employee Retirement System (IPERS)
that would allow emplayees to retire with full benefits when their age and years of service equal 85 instead
of 88. IFL position was “YES.” (Failed:21-29)

SE 2203 - allows assignment of benefits from insurers directly to health care providers, regardless of
whether they have a contract, potentially driving up the cost-of health care and health careiinsurance. IEL
position was “NO.” (Passed 42-7) Vetoed by Governor

Veto Override - SF 2203 — overrides the Governor’s veto of the assignment of benefits bill (requires a 2/3
majority). TEL position was “NQ.” (Failed 26-22)

Amendment S-5276 to SF 2435 — increases income eligibility for childcare assistance from 140% to 150%
of the poverty level. IEL position was “YES.” (Failed 20-30)

Amendment S-5557 to HE 2540 — requires businesses to pay 100% of county average wage and 80% of
health insurance for employees to be eligible for tax credits in certain enterprise zones. TFL position was
“YiES.” (Failed 21-28)

SF 2318 — establishes charter schools in fowa, which would be allowed to have non-accredited teachers
make up 15% of the fasulty, keeps any bargaining unit separate from other bargaining units in the district
and gives the authorizing body civil and eriminal immunity for actions related to the ehafter school. [FL
position was “NQ.” (Passed 30-19) Not considered by House

Amentiment S-5195to SF 2428 — appropriates additional money for the Workforce Development
Department, including funding for OSHA inspectors and Workers’ Compensation deputies. TFL position
was “YES.” (Failed 19-29)

SF 2274 — overturns the Governor’s Executive @rder banning discrimination in state government
employment on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity. IFL position was *NO.” (Passed 28-21)
Vetoed by Governor

Amendment S-5458 to SF 2447 — requires than any applicant who receives financial assistance under the
Vision Iowg Program or the Community Attraction and' Tourism Fund-to pay forat least 50% of'the costs
for a medical insurance plan for all full-time employees working on the project. IEL position was “YES.”
(Adopted 34-15)

Amendment S-5625 to HF 2549 — appropriates $500,000 for the Governor’s proposed Career Opportunities
and Resources for Education (EORE) Program grants. TEL position was “YES.” (Failed 19-28)

*The 2000 lowa AFL-CIO €OPE voting record represents formal recorded votes taken by members of the Iowa
Legislature. ‘Some 1ssues that were very important to the labor movement and on which'we spent the most time,
such as electric utility deregulation and a referendum on 'taxes, aremot reflected here because they did not come
to a vote in either the House or the Senate. Proposals that passed or failetl by voice vote are also not:recorded.
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House Issues®* — 2000

1. Amendment H-8510 to SF 2411 — makes changes in the Towa Public Employee
Retirement System (IPERS) that would allow employees to retire with full
benefits when their age and years of service equal 85 instead of 88. IFL
position was “YES.” (Failed 47-52)

2. SF 2203 — allows assignment of benefits from insurers directly to health care
providers, regardless of whether they have a contract, potentially driving up the
cost of health care and health care insurance. TFL position was "NO.” (PPassed
91-8) Vetoed by Governor

3. Amendment H-8035 to HF 2080 - expands types of mental illnesses, including
substance abuse and others, to be covered at the same levels as physical
illnesses under health insurance policies. IEL position was “YES.” (Failed 44-
55) Not considered by Senate

4. Amendment H-8602 to HF 2549 — funds several job-training programs,
including the Gevernor’s Career Opportunities and Resources for Education
(CORE) Program. IFL position was “YES.” (Failed 42-53)

5. SF 2274 — overturns the Governor’s Executive Order banning discrimination in
state government employment on the basis of sexual orientation or gender
identity. IFL position was “NO.” (Passed 55-43) Vetoed by Governor

6. Amendment H-8834 to SF 2435 — appropriates additional'money for inspection
of licensed childcare facilities. IFL position was “YES.” (Failed 44-54)

*The 2000 Towa AFL-CIO COPE voting record represents formal recorded votes taken by
members of the lowaLegislature. Some issues that were very important to the labor movement
and on which we spent the most time, such as electric utility deregulation and a referendum on
taxes, are not reflected here because they did not eomne to a vote in either the House or the
Senate. Proposals that passed or failed by voice vote are also not recorded.
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* incomplete, due to extended illness
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