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Samuel Gompers said it best when he described labor’s political mission nearly a century
ago: “Stand faithfully by our friends and elect them,; oppose our enemies and defeat them,
whether they be candidates for President, for Congress, or other offices, whether executive,
legislative or judicial.”

This voting record covers only recorded votes of the lowa House and lowa Senate that
are of interest to labor. Thus, unfortunately, not all of our priorities for 2013 are in the record,
and we must use other means to determine legislators’ positions on those issues until such time
as there is an official vote. This record does, however, serve as a tool to help lowa trade
unionists assess whether or not their elected representatives support a more progressive
agenda.
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Senate Issues — 2013

UNEMPLOYMENT WAITING PERIOD
(Amendment S-3007 to SF 110)

This amendment, sponsored by Sen. Bertrand (R-
Sioux City) to an unemployment bill that the state
needed to pass to bring lowa into conformity with
U.S. Trade Laws, would have required a one-
week waiting period before a worker would be
able to collect unemployment benefits.

IFL position was “NO.”

Senate Vote: 22 yes—-27 no

(Amendment failed)

VOTER SUPRESSION AMENDMENT
(Amendment S-3242 to Amendment S-3223 to SF
452)

This amendment, sponsored by 11 Senate
Republicans to the Senate version of the Standing
Appropriations bill, would have placed new-voter
identification rules and made it much harder for
citizens to vote.

IFL position was “NQO.”

Senate Vote: 24 yes — 26 no

(Amendment failed)

SCHOOL CATEGORIAL GROWTH

FY 2013-2014

(SE51)

This bill would have funded the fiscal year 2013-
2014 school year categorical growth aid at 4%.
1FL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 26 yes — 23 no

(Passed Senate, was not taken up by the House)

SCHOOL ALLOWABLE GROWTH

FY 2013-2014

(SF 52)

This bill would have funded the fiscal year 2013-
2014 Allowable Growth for lowa schools at 4%.
IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 26 yes — 23 no

(Passed Senate, was not taken up by the House)

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT

(SF422)

This bill would have increased the Earned
Income Tax Credit from 7% to 20%.

IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 35 yes— 15 no

(Passed Senate, was not taken up by the House)

MEDICAID EXPANSION

(SF 296)

This bill would have expanded Medicaid
coverage to lowans earning up to 138% of
poverty, as outlined in the Affordable Care Act.
IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 26 yes — 23 no

(Passed Senate, was later amended by the House)

SCHOOL CATEGORIAL GROWTH 4%
FY 2014-2015

(SF161)

This bill would have set the categorical growth
for schools at 4% for fiscal year 2014-2015.
IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 26 yes — 22 no

(Passed Senate, was not taken up by the House)

SCHOOL ALLOWABLE GROWTH

FY 2014-2015

(SF162)

This bill would have set the allowable growth for
schools at 4% for fiscal year 2014-2015.

IFL position was “YES.”

Senate Vote: Passed 26 yes — 22 no

(Passed Senate, was not taken up by the House)

PROPERTY TAXES

(SF 295)

Though an increase to the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) was included in this bill, it was not
a balanced approach. SF 295 cut property taxes
for big business and will drain the state budget of
over 3 billion dollars over ten years, and set up
local governments to face shortfalls in the future.
IFL position was “NO.”

Senate Vote: Passed 43 yes — 6 no

(Passed Senate and House, signed by Governor)
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House Issues — 2013

1. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE COLLECTIVE

BARGAINING
(Amendment H-1427 to the committee
amendment H-1404 to SF 452)
This amendment would have removed from the
House version of the Standings Appropriations
bill, an attempt to change the collective
bargaining process for state employees regarding
health benefits.
IFL position was “NQO.”
House Vote: Failed 43 yes — 52 no

MEDICAID EXPANSION

(Amendment H-1373 to SF 296)

This amendment was to strike the Senate’s
Medicaid Expansion plan from legislation
intended to implement the affordable care act.
IFL position was “NQ.”

House Vote: Passed 51 yes — 49 no

GOVERNOR’S HEALTHY IOWA PLAN
(SF 296 as amended by the lowa House)

After the lowa House amended SF 296, this vote
was taken to pass the Governor’s Healthy lowa
Plan, which cost the state more, covered less
people, and covered fewer services than the
Senate Medicaid Expansion plan.

IFL position was “NQ.”

House Vote: Passed 51 yes — 49 no, as amended

. PROPERTY TAX - On the question, “Shall
the bill pass?”

(SF 295)

This property tax cut was one of the largest tax
cuts in lowa history draining the state budget of
over 3 billion dollars over ten years, and would
also leave a significant funding gap for local
governments as well.

IFL position was “NO.”

House Vote: Passed 84 yes — 13 no

(Passed Senate, House and signed by the
Governor)

. CHILD LABOR IN LAUNDRY

OPERATIONS
(HF 547)
This bill would have allowed child labor in

laundry operations, which is currently prohibited.

IFL position was “NO.”
House Vote: Passed 53 yes — 45 no

6.

TAXPAYER TRUST FUND

(On the question, Shall amendment H-1078 to
HF 478 be adopted?)

This amendment would give the balance of the
“taxpayer trust fund” to Iowans in the form of a
tax credit. IFL believes that, with these funds
available, there would be better opportunities to
invest in our future.

- IFL position was “NO.”

10.

House Vote: Passed 53 yes — 46 no

INCOME TAX ALTERNATIVE

(HF 478)

This bill allows someone to choose to pay a flat
tax instead of the current system of calculating
state income tax liabilities. This first step in
moving towards a permanent flat tax could cause
the state to lose over a billion dollars in revenue.
IFL position was “NO.”

House Vote: Passed 53 yes — 47 no

(Passed as amended)

LUSTER HEIGHTS FUNDING

(Amendment H-1360, to the committee
amendment H-1329, to SF 447)

This amendment would have restored funding to
keep Luster Heights correctional facility open.
IFL position was “YES.”

House Vote: Failed 47 yes — 51 no

(Failed as amended)

JUSTICE SYSTEM BUDGET

(SF 447)

This House version of the Justice system budget
removed the funding allocated by the Senate that
would have helped to properly staff our state’s
prisons.

IFL position was “NQO.”

House Vote: Passed 51 yes — 46 no

WORKFORCE OFFICES

(Amendment H-1301, to the committee
amendment H-1273 of SF 430)

This amendment would have reopened offices in
Ames, Atlantic, Clinton, Denison, Keokuk and
Newton, in addition to funding offices in
Decorah, Ft. Madison, lowa City and Webster
City.

IFL position was “YES.”

House Vote: Failed 45 yes — 53 no

(Failed as amended)
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